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Part I: Personal Trouble
Sociology is a fundamental discipline that studies society by focusing on variables such as social behavior, culture, relationship patterns, and everyday life. The study of society cannot be complete without the aspect of sociological imagination. Based on sociological imagination, a personal issue is explained in a manner that reflects various social structures. Personal troubles are issues that affect specific individuals. These people are normally blamed for the prevalence of those problems in their lives. The personal trouble of analysis in this essay is divorce. Divorce is personal trouble that has been experienced by several people across the globe. Divorce is a state in which marriage is being dissolved. During a divorce, the partners normally come into an agreement regarding the fate of their marriage. Divorce can also be described as the legal termination of a marital union. During a divorce, couples reorganize or cancel the marriage and the related legal duties and responsibilities. It is crucial to note that there is a clear difference between divorce and annulment. Annulment is a concept that outlines that the marriage is null and void. The doctrine of annulment is mainly adopted by secular and religious reals. Therefore, marriages that are annulled are perceived to be invalid. A divorce is also not a decision of one person. Both parties must be involved in deciding the fate of their marriage. Therefore, these individuals are presented with papers that they are required to sign to prove that they are no longer married. Divorce might sound simple but very hard for everyone. 
Most couples spend a lot of time trying to solve personal issues in marriage. Failure to solve these issues might lead to divorce. Most families encounter difficulties during a divorce. Many people in society blame respective victims for getting involved in this personal trouble. Therefore, the blame is channeled to the parties that were involved in this trouble. Divorce is accompanied by several impacts. One of the effects of divorce is that it can result in poor academic performance. Children can find it difficult to adapt to the changing family dynamics. Such confusion can hinder their academic progress since they are likely to develop a divided tension. Divorce can also contribute to emotional problems. For instance, during and after divorce, a partner or children might develop feelings of confusion, loss, anger, and anxiety. All of these aspects negatively affect their mental well-being. Therefore, divorce is personal trouble that reveals the nature of human beings and the entire social context.  
Part II: Microstructural Analysis
Practices
There exist several general practices amongst married couples. One of them is having a wedding ceremony as a way of affirming and sealing the marriage. Most of the marriages are formalized by religious and political institutions, while others opt for a traditional wedding in which vows are exchanged before family and friends. Another practice entails cooking. In most scenarios, it is the wife who cooks for the entire family while the husband helps on some rare occasions. Cooking skills are inherited from parents, learned from magazine recipes, and also from YouTube tutorials. The couples embrace the spirit of teamwork in taking care of their children and also in addressing family issues like basic needs and projects.
 Roles
The marriages depict men as the main providers who strive to ensure that the family gets basic needs, for instance, food, shelter, clothing, and even education. Men offer security to the family in times of need, for instance, during a burglary or an intrusion. Even if employed, women are expected to take care of the children by closely collaborating with a caregiver. Also, a man helps in taking care of the child, especially when the wife is emersed in other family activities. Wives are at the forefront as homemakers. They ensure that the family house is tidy and that both husbands and children are smart.
Sanctions 
Various practices are considered either good or bad in society. One of the sanctions is that it is wrong to beat up your marital partner. In case of friction, society encourages seeking an amicable solution diplomatically. Beating up your partner attracts legal actions for appropriate punishment. To add, having extramarital affairs is considered uncouth and a disrespect to the institution of marriage. Satisfactory evidence of the malpractice attracts divorce.
Norms
The average marriage age for women is between 24 and 30 years, even though some extend it to the early thirties. Most men settle down at an average age of between 27 and 35 when they are through with education and have a stable income to sustain a family. It also seems normal for a man or woman to stay single for their entire life. In terms of communication, it is considered good behavior when a couple uses kind words during the communication process. The behavior is reinforced via family and religious teachings and also through marriage counselors who preach cohesion via healthy communication. The couples strive to make their marriages work by avoiding breaking marital norms and encouraging warm interactions. It is common to see couples trying to iron out differences that put a wedge in their marriage. Warm interactions can be seen via evening family walks, sharing of family duties, for instance, cooking, and lots of hugs and kisses.
Power differentials 
The marriages depict a power hierarchy where the man is the head of the family while the woman steps in strongly to buttress him and his efforts. Man makes most of the family decisions, for instance, the type of school for their children. The wife is also consulted in other issues, for example, in deciding the best family business or healthcare cover. Some of the marriages embrace equality with equal sharing of responsibilities. Most of such marriages experience endless wrangles and even divorce and separation.
Marital objects
Money is considered essential in the running of family affairs. It is from this standpoint that most people settle down after getting a meaningful income opportunity that can sustain a family. Even though most couples share financial responsibilities to ensure the smooth running of their family, ladies consider financially stable men. Stable men can take care of their wives and children.  Also, couples consider a family car as a modern necessity that makes it easier to navigate to work and also take children to school and back home. Also, most families consider it necessary to own a family house that is well furnished with modern furniture and other items. 
Part III: Macrostructural Analysis
 The article, The 'gray divorce' trend: As the Gates split shows, more older couples are getting divorced. Here's why clearly outlines microstructural factors that influence divorce. One of the macro-level forces that explain this personal trouble (divorce) is the divorce model. This article reveals that many people in contemporary society pursue divorce since this act has become part and parcel of society. Divorce has become a common trend that married people are likely to undertake when situations are tough in their relationships. It means that divorce has become a tradition in society. This concept is no longer strange to various categories of people, including children. Society believes that divorce is necessary when couples find themselves incompatible. This issue of incompatibility has become a trend that sustains the divorce model hence influencing many marriages. Another macro-level force that shapes divorce is the economy. The economy is a macrostructural factor that determines family progress. Many couples who fail to attain financial success usually initiate divorce since their goals have not been met. Therefore, these couples can divorce as a way of establishing new career paths to evade financial hardships. The above macro-level perspective changes my understanding of divorce. Based on these forces, I'm now convinced that divorce is a trouble that is out of human control. For instance, an individual lacks the power to control the economy or even behavior in society. 
This article also exhibits a sociological perspective which is functionalism and divorce. Functionalism theory views divorce as a product of societal failure. The functionalists maintain that divorce occurs when social institutions fail to sustain these people. It means that this social institution failed to give adequate instructions that could have enabled couples to follow. Lack of these instructions or rules also erodes societal standards. For instance, the article shows that people of varied ages are able to divorce. For instance, old couples find it easier to terminate their marriage. This implies that societal structures have failed to teach norms that improve marriage as an institution.
This article also suggests several forms of social changes that might be instituted to eliminate this personal trouble. One of these strategies includes incorporating effective communication in marriages. Couples are advised to share their flings with each other because it is not too late to solve marriage problems. Also, couples should try and change their work patterns to ensure that they have more time for each other. All of these issues enhance a sustainable relationship. 
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